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INTRODUCTION ish

Spanish fishing activities in SW Atlantic
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A Fishing activities started in1983 .

A High Sea of the Patagonian Shelf (HSPS)Div. 42-
46) and Falkland Islands Outer Zone (FOCZ2).

A Bottom trawl fleet.

A Target species : hake (Merluccius hubbsi - M.
australis) and cephalopods (lllex argentinus &
Doryteuthis gahi ).

A No Regional FisheriesManagement Organization
(RFMO) in High Sea of the Patagonian Shelf.
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INTRODUCTION

ATLANTISSpanish project . Study of VMES HSPS

A Since 2004, discussions on VMEs at the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA). UNGA Resolution 59/25 and
61/105.

A 2008. FAO published the olnternational Guidelines for
the Management of Deep -Sea Fisheriesin the High
Seaso .

A 2008. Council Regulations (EC) 734/2008 on the
protection of VMEsin the High Seas from the adverse

Impacts of bottom fishing gears (Art. 8. Member States shall
identify areas with presence VME that shall be closed to fishing in
respect of their vesselse ) .
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ATLANTISSpanish project . Study of VMEs HSPS -
A 2007-2010. Spain has undertaken an ambitious

and costly program of scientific mapping of the
seabed (IEO-SGP).

A Objetives: map the seabed , identify VMES, study
the interaction with bottom fisheries and select
suitable areas to preserve VMEs.

A Multidisciplinary research . Conventional Fisheries
Science + Geomorphology + Benthic ecology +
Sedimentology

Total prostected area

59,000 km 2
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FINDINGS

Fishing effort

A Sources of information
- Scientific monitoring by IEO since 1989.
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- Commercial data (catch & effort ).
- Multidisciplinary research cruises.
- Vessel Monitoring Systems.

A Fishing effort 2019:

- 25 vessels.
- 5577 days (3607 in HSPS).

A Fishery footprint .

A 99% fishing effort HSPS < 300 mdepth .
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